Negotiating 'positive' aging in the presence of age-related vision loss (ARVL): The shaping and perpetuation of disability.
While previous research has explored the meaning of positive aging discourses from the perspective of older adults, the perspective of older adults aging with a disability has not been studied. In fact the intersection of aging and disability has been largely underexplored in both social gerontology and disability studies. This critical ethnography engaged ten older adults aging with vision loss in narrative interviews, participant observation sessions, and semi-structured in-depth interviews. The overarching objective was to understand those attributes that older adults with age-related vision loss perceive as being the markers of a 'good old age.' The authors critically examined how these markers, and their disabling effects, are situated in ageist and disablist social assumptions regarding what it means to 'age well'. The participants' descriptions of the markers of a 'good old age' were organized into five main themes: 1) maintaining independence while negotiating help; 2) responding positively to vision loss; 3) remaining active while managing risk; 4) managing expectations to be compliant, complicit, and cooperative and; 5) striving to maintain efficiency. The study findings have provided helpful insights into how the ideas and assumptions that operate in relation to disability and impairment in late life are re-produced among older adults with age-related vision loss and how older adults take on an identity that is consistent with socially embedded norms regarding what it means to 'age well'.